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Tehran should abandon the nuclear deal and suspend its membership of the
nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. Then real talks with the US can begin
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US President Donald Trump and Iranian President Hassan Rouhani (Illustration by Mohamad Elassar/MEE)

S President Donald Trump’s withdrawal from the landmark Iran nuclear agreement, and his
pursuit of the ill-advised “maximum pressure” policy, have taken US-Iran relations to their most critical
point since the 1979 revolution. 

The eastern powers that are also parties to the nuclear deal - namely China and Russia, which
themselves have been engaged in trade warfare with the US - seem more sincere than their Western
counterparts in their will to keep the deal alive. 

The Europeans’ efforts have been a total failure. While they keep issuing statements in support of the
deal, in reality, they have capitulated to US-led sanctions against Iran. French President Emmanuel
Macron recently took the lead in trying to find a solution
(https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-07-09/macron-s-right-hand-on-diplomacy-looks-to-
save-iran-nuclear-deal), but these efforts were in vain. 

A gradual exit
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In July 2015, the nuclear deal was agreed between Iran and the P5+1 (the US, UK, Germany, France,
China and Russia).

Iran fully implemented the terms and conditions, as confirmed repeatedly by the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA). In return, Western powers either directly violated the terms of the deal, or
remained complacent in the face of US bullying. 

The removal of the deal’s economic dividends because of the US withdrawal led Iranian officials to
announce that they would gradually exit the deal, unless other parties were to comply
(https://www.euronews.com/2019/06/14/europe-should-recall-its-commitment-to-the-iran-deal-
instead-of-enabling-us-hawks-view) with its terms and conditions. There is no doubt that as Trump
fully implements the maximum pressure strategy in the remainder of his term, Iran will entirely exit
the deal. 

The Trump administration has destroyed the nuclear deal, and other world powers do not have
the capacity to revive it

This impasse is the product of three important factors.

Firstly, Trump sought to hold direct talks with Iran while pursuing the policy of pressure and
sanctions. By pulling out of the nuclear deal, he left the negotiating table, and by sanctioning
(https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/jul/07/iran-bullying-trump-negotiations) Iran’s
supreme leader and designating the Revolutionary Guards as a terrorist organisation, he killed any
chance for negotiations. 

Secondly, the main US actors and policymakers, namely former national security adviser John Bolton
and Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, have actively pursued a regime change policy with respect to
Iran. 

Thirdly, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has been trying to push the US towards a military
confrontation with Iran (https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/04/magazine/iran-strike-israel-
america.html). Just this week, he again claimed (https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/Israel-
netanyahu-accuses-iran-operating-secret-nuclear-facility) that Iran was clandestinely developing
nuclear weapons. 
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False claims

Netanyahu has apparently forgotten the deadline cited in his 1995 book Fighting Terrorism, in which
he asserted (https://theintercept.com/2015/03/02/brief-history-netanyahu-crying-wolf-iranian-
nuclear-bomb/) that Iran would have a nuclear weapon in three to five years.

In the early 2000s, he also presented false claims to the international community about Saddam
Hussein allegedly possessing weapons of mass destruction, pushing the US towards the disastrous
invasion of Iraq (https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/04/magazine/iran-strike-israel-america.html).
Netanyahu was also instrumental (https://twitter.com/JZarif/status/1171389801595121664) in pushing
the US into the Afghanistan quagmire. 

Two things can be forecast from the current circumstances in the region: that the Trump
administration will not return to the nuclear deal, and that Iran will not uphold it unilaterally. 

US President Donald Trump signs a document reinstating sanctions on Iran in May 2018 (AFP)
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The nuclear deal contains (https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mousavian-iran-commentary-
idUSKBN1F735D) the most comprehensive regime of inspection that the non-proliferation world has
ever seen. Yet, by implementing these unprecedented commitments, Iran has been rewarded with
vicious sanctions.

While the IAEA attests to the peaceful nature of Iran’s nuclear programme, the Trump administration
keeps accusing Iran of attempting to create a nuclear bomb. 

With Trump abruptly forcing out (https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/trump-
fires-national-security-adviser-john-bolton/2019/09/10/3b90d618-d3e5-11e9-8924-
1db7dac797fb_story.html) Bolton, his warmonger national security adviser, the question remains
whether or not there is a way out of the US-Iran impasse. The answer is yes, if the US respects
international law on non-proliferation as the basis of any potential agreement. 

Trump has repeatedly lamented the nuclear agreement as a terrible deal, saying his chief concern is to
ensure that Iran does not obtain a nuclear bomb (https://www.politico.com/story/2019/07/17/trump-
iran-deal-obama-1417801). Yet, the Trump administration has destroyed the nuclear deal, and other
world powers do not have the capacity to revive it. 

A 'better deal'?

If Trump is looking for a big deal to address nuclear and regional issues, he can initiate a regional
cooperation and security system including Iran, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, UAE, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar and
Bahrain. Such a system would enable collective cooperation to fight terrorism, commit all to a zone
free of nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction, and maintain peace and stability in the Gulf
region and the Middle East.

For such an initiative, Trump should invite Rouhani and the other heads of states as well as the
permanent Security Council members.   

But if he is looking for a bilateral deal with Iran, again a simple straightforward answer is yes - if the US
respects international law on non-proliferation as the basis of any potential agreement.

What to do next

Instead of Iran’s current policy of a gradual, step-by step exit from the nuclear deal, Tehran should
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Iran faces US aggression and European hypocrisy, but this time it's ready
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abandon it altogether and simultaneously suspend its membership of the nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT).

Then, there could be an opportunity for negotiations with Trump on “nuclear rights versus
commitments” within the NPT framework. 

Such an agreement would require the US to abolish all of its nuclear-related sanctions against Iran, in
exchange for Iran’s commitment to maintain its nuclear programme as an exclusively peaceful one,
within the framework of the NPT. 

In the event that both Trump and Iranian President Hassan Rouhani meet and reach an agreement,
there will be potentially three outcomes: the NPT will regain its status and credibility in the
international community, there will be an end to the nuclear discrimination that Iran has been facing
since 1979, and Trump’s dream of forging a “better deal” with Iran will come true.

The views expressed in this article belong to the author and do not necessarily reflect the editorial
policy of Middle East Eye.

Seyed Hossein Mousavian

- Seyed Hossein Mousavian is Middle East security and nuclear policy specialist at Princeton
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University and a former chief of Iran’s National Security and Foreign Relations Committee.
His latest book, “Iran and the United States: An Insider’s view on the Failed Past and the Road
to Peace” was released in May 2014. His next book: A Middle East Free of Weapons of Mass
Destruction is due in November 2019.

Recommended
Iran-US relations: John Bolton's departure is a 'good sign', but... (/news/iran-us-relations-john-
boltons-departure-good-sign)
'Bolton was a nightmare for us': Iranians welcome sacking as setback for 'project war'
(/news/iranians-delight-boltons-sacking-see-little-change-ahead)
The shadow war: Netanyahu’s blunders on Iran will cost him dear (/opinion/how-iran-israel-
shadow-war-expanding)
Kaveh Afrasiabi

Read more
Iran Tensions (/topics/iran-tensions)

 The shadow war: Netanyahu’s blunders on Iran will cost him dear (/opinion/how-iran-israel-

(/opinion/how-iran-israel-shadow-war-expanding)

“

https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/iran-us-relations-john-boltons-departure-good-sign
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/iranians-delight-boltons-sacking-see-little-change-ahead
https://www.middleeasteye.net/opinion/how-iran-israel-shadow-war-expanding
https://www.middleeasteye.net/topics/iran-tensions
https://www.middleeasteye.net/opinion/how-iran-israel-shadow-war-expanding
https://www.middleeasteye.net/opinion/how-iran-israel-shadow-war-expanding


3 Comments MiddleEastEye Login!1

t Tweet f Share Sort by Best

LOG IN WITH OR SIGN UP WITH DISQUS 

Name

Join the discussion…

?

 • Reply •

Dan Muston • a day ago

I appreciate an even keel proposal, one without a push against one side or the other. Your ideas for
moving forward Mr. Seyed Hossein Mousavian is very much appreciated, and agreed with. It shouldn't be
as hard as it is to work together to alleviate the concerns for all parties ... but, the finish cannot happen
without a start. You have shown that it could happen, I hope your article doesn't fall upon deaf ears.
△ ▽

 • Reply •

Zionism = EVIL • a day ago

Iran should just test a nuke like DPRK, India and Pakistan have successfully done and gained immortality.
The US warmongers and their Zionist masters only understand strength.
△ ▽

 • Reply •

Eileen Roche • a day ago

It's quite sickening that Israel has so much say over America's governments. Trump should never have
interfered in the agreement, Iran was keeping to it. Europe helped in this mess by being to cowardly to
speak up, should not have joined in the sanctions. International Lawlords should find out how many
nukes Israel has, they....not Iran are the real danger to world peace.
△ ▽
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