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‘Two foreign policy experts, from each side of the Islamic Middle East’s
most prominent rivalry, say common ground can be found.

By Hossein Mousavian and Abdulaziz Sager

Mr. Mousavian was a spokesman for the Iranian nuclear negotiation team between 2003 and
2005. Mr. Sager leads the Gulf Research Center, based in Saudi Arabia.
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We write as citizens and foreign policy veterans of two countries that most Americans
presume are locked in mortal combat: Iran and Saudi Arabia. In fact, after decades of proxy
conflict and frozen ties between our countries, we believe now is the time to explore a new
foundation for a lasting peace in our region.

Neither of us is a starry-eyed idealist. We are both hardened realists with distrust for one
another, and that mistrust is shared at the top levels of our respective governments. At the
same time, we have seen the destructive consequences of crises in which our countries side
with one or another government or movement involved in a competition for power — for
example in Yemen, Syria, Lebanon, Bahrain or Iraq. While we each blame the other side for
this pattern, we agree that the net result has been costly, has eroded the confidence of the
people our governments serve, and has wasted incalculable resources and countless lives that
should have been used to build a new Middle East, rather than tear it down.

The time for dialogue is now, because the situations in the historic conflict zones are ripe for
diplomacy.

First, in Iraq, both Iran and Saudi Arabia have embraced a new government in Baghdad led by
a prime minister and a president who are pragmatic and have good ties to both of our
countries. This is an important opening we must seize.

Second, the war in Syria has reached a point near an ending, with less violence and the defeat
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