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The US has used every possible coercion policy against Iran - and it failed
#InsideIran (https://www.middleeasteye.net/topics/insideiran)

Over the next two years, this battle will have tremendous effects on the region - but there will be no winner until all
concerned parties shift from confrontation to cooperation

Shortly after Secretary of the State Mike Pompeo embarked on a Middle East tour to mobilise US allies to “confront” Iran
(https://ca.reuters.com/article/topNews/idCAKCN1P70EB-OCATP), his Iranian counterpart, Mohammad Javad Zarif, tweeted that “whenever/wherever US
interferes, chaos, repression & resentment follow (https://twitter.com/JZarif/status/1083390546025082881)”. 
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From violating the terms and
conditions of the Iran nuclear
deal, to impeding Iran’s European
and Asian trade partners, the US
has become the flag-bearer of an
economic war against Iran

From overthrowing (https://www.middleeasteye.net/columns/how-trump-s-iran-policy-compares-1953-coup-457604493) the democratically elected
government of the late prime minister Mohammad Mosaddegh in 1953, to continuously supporting authoritarian states, to waging wars in Afghanistan, Iraq
and Libya, all US interventions have led to the destruction of physical capital and democratic institutions, collateral damage, political instability, displacement
and the empowerment of autocratic rulers. 

Where direct military intervention may not be a viable solution, as seems to be the case with Iran, imposing illegal sanctions has been a convenient strategy
for the US to exert power and project its hegemony. "America’s economic sanctions against the regime are the strongest in history, and will keep getting
tougher until Iran starts behaving like a normal country,” Pompeo recently said (https://www.rt.com/news/448517-zarif-pompeo-iran-hell/) in Cairo.

US coercion policy

From Carter to Reagan, and Bush to Obama, US presidents have long viewed sanctions as an effective means of achieving political gains with respect to Iran.
Short of full-fledged military action, the US has deployed every possible coercion policy against Iran - but thus far, it has failed. 

In US President Donald Trump’s era, however, these pernicious policies are being pursued most comprehensively and aggressively. A clique of notorious
warmongers, including Pompeo and National Security Adviser John Bolton, have taken key policymaking positions in the Trump administration.

Representing the most radical and conservative factions of the American polity, they have mobilised all their resources not just to put pressure on the
Iranian government, but also to possibly overthrow it (https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2018/08/01/regime-change-iran-takes-more-than-donald-
trumps-all-caps-tweets-column/874147002/). 

The US focus is now on garnering further international support to confront Iran. It will host an
international summit next month to promote stability and freedom in the Middle East, focusing on Iran’s
regional influence. “We’ll bring together dozens of countries from all around the world,” Pompeo said in
announcing (https://www.foxnews.com/politics/exclusive-pompeo-announces-international-summit-on-
iran) the 13-14 February event in Poland.

Moreover, top US officials and their Arab allies in the region, along with Israel, hold regular meetings to
hatch plots (https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/saudi-uae-egypt-israel-syria-khashoggi-1467976694)
against Iran. This new strategy has economic, political and military dimensions. From violating
(https://www.msn.com/en-ae/news/other/iran-urges-unsc-to-blast-us-for-violation-of-2231-resolution/ar-
BBQUgdk) the terms and conditions of the Iran nuclear deal, to impeding Iran’s European and Asian trade partners, the US has become the flag-bearer of an
economic war against Iran. 

Israel’s role

On the military side of this strategy, Israel has vowed to take action if necessary. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu recently said Trump was “acting
against Iran at the economic level, and we here in Israel are acting against Iran at the military level (https://www.timesofisrael.com/netanyahu-us-acting-
against-iran-economically-israel-operating-militarily/)”. This is only part of Netanyahu’s warmongering strategy: he also invoked God to destroy the Iranian
government (https://www.richardsilverstein.com/2018/07/20/video-exposes-netanyahu-calling-for-demise-of-iran-regime/). 

Despite these collective efforts to “contain” Iran’s regional role, recent developments in the region have seemed to favour Iran, Russia and Turkey. The US
and its allies waged wars in Libya, Yemen, Iraq, Syria and Afghanistan, with very mixed results.

In Lebanon, Hezbollah played a key role in the establishment of a cabinet in 2016 headed by Saad Hariri and in the appointment of Hezbollah ally Michel
Aoun as president. 

Iranians raise anti-US and anti-Israel signs during a demonstration in Tehran on 28 September (AFP)

In Syria, Russian and Iranian support for the Syrian government undermined the US regime-change strategy and played a decisive role in preventing the
country’s collapse.
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READ MORE►

Trump is reviving the 1953 coup
plan against Iran. It won't work
twice
(https://www.middleeasteye.net/columns/how-
trump-s-iran-policy-compares-
1953-coup-457604493)

In Iraq, Tehran came to Baghdad’s aid to manage a military force in the form of the 120,000-strong Popular Mobilisation Units to liberate Iraqi lands
occupied by the Islamic State group (IS). In Yemen, the US and Saudi Arabia are bogged down in a costly war. 

As analyst Jonathan Spyer said (https://news.yahoo.com/tehran-winning-war-control-middle-142233463.html): “So far, the Iranians have effectively won in
Lebanon, are winning in Syria and Iraq, and are bleeding the Saudis in Yemen."

Iran has been doing its best to minimise the deleterious effects of the US sanctions. Evading sanctions is an art that Iran has perfected, as Zarif said
(https://www.timesofisrael.com/iranian-fm-we-have-perfected-the-art-of-evading-sanctions/). Still, there is no doubt that the sanctions have been effectively
hitting the Iranian economy.

Iran’s Achilles heel comprises the US sanctions, the US-Saudi-Israeli alliance and its confrontational strategy, and domestic economic problems, such as
inflation, corruption, unemployment and political factionalism, which undermine Iran’s internal social cohesion.

Internal divisions

Containing the current political factionalism and social polarisation will be difficult, given upcoming Iranian parliamentary and presidential elections in the
next two years, which may further divide the country’s social and political forces. 

Meanwhile, the US domestic Achilles heel, as noted
(https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/13/us/politics/trump-russia-shutdown.html) by Andy Surabian, the
Republican strategist and former special assistant to Trump, is “that the next two years are going to be
nonstop political war”.

On foreign policy, the major US weakness is its strategy of unilateralism, undermining international
treaties, losing traditional allies and investing in palaces in the Middle East rather than nations. Pompeo's
Cairo speech "praised dictators and ignored the aspirations of ordinary people. But give the secretary of
state this: he was honest,” noted (https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2019-01-13/pompeo-s-
cairo-speech-unveils-ugly-truths-of-u-s-policy) an analysis in Bloomberg. 

In short, the US-Iran duelling over next two years will have tremendous impacts on the region’s political
trajectory. In the end, there will be no winner unless all parties divert from confrontation to cooperation. 

- Seyed Hossein Mousavian is Middle East Security and Nuclear Policy Specialist at Princeton University and a former spokesman for Iran’s nuclear
negotiators. His book, The Iranian Nuclear Crisis: A Memoir, was published in 2012 by the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. His latest book, Iran
and the United States: An Insider’s view on the Failed Past and the Road to Peace was released in May 2014.

The views expressed in this article belong to the author and do not necessarily reflect the editorial policy of Middle East Eye.

Photo: Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif takes a seat after a meeting on forming a constitutional committee in Syria, on 18 December, at the
UN offices in Geneva (AFP)
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