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As tensions between Saudi Arabia and Iran continue to escalate, who is to blame for
the feud and is there an end in sight? In this episode of UpFront, a close ally to the
Iranian president debates a former adviser to the Saudi royal family.

Mehdi Hasan also looks at Latin America beyond the stereotypes, and speaks to a
top Human Rights Watch official about the use of starvation as a weapon of war in
Syria.

Saudi Arabia vs Iran: Is the Middle East cold war heating up?

Tensions between Saudi Arabia and Iran continue to escalate. The current row
erupted earlier this month after Saudi Arabia executed Shia religious leader Nimr al-
Nimr and the Saudi embassy in Tehran was burned.

So, is the Middle East cold war between Saudi Arabia and Iran about to turn hot? And
who is to blame for the current tension?

In this week's special Arena, Seyed Hossein Mousavian, the former head of the
Foreign Affairs Committee of the Iranian National Security Council and a close ally of
President Hassan Rouhani, debates with Jamal Khashoggi, a former adviser to Saudi
Prince Turki al-Faisal.
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Latin America: Beyond the stereotypes
Drugs, corruption and violence often mar any news coming from Latin America.

While no one can deny there is a huge problem with inequality and violence, the
region is also home to a diverse mix of sophisticated cultures, progressive social
change, hundreds of languages, and more than a dozen Nobel Laureates.

In this week's Reality Check, Mehdi Hasan highlights Latin America beyond the
stereotypes.

Syria: Starvation as a weapon of war

Images of malnourished children and old people from the Syrian town of Madaya
gripped the world last week. A UN aid convoy finally reached the besieged town on
Monday, with officials describing “horrifying conditions” for the more than 40,000
people trapped there.

Madaya is one example of the depth of the humanitarian crisis facing the region.
According to the UN there are at least 400,000 people living under siege in 15 towns
across Syria. Doctors Without Borders estimate that 28 people have died of
starvation in Madaya alone since the beginning of December 2015, with more than
250 people suffering from severe acute malnutrition.

On Thursday, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon warned that the use of starvation
as a weapon in Syria was a war crime.

Mehdi Hasan speaks to Sarah Leah Whitson, one of the foremost experts in the
region and the executive director of Human Rights Watch's Middle East and North
Africa division, about the use of starvation as a weapon of war.

Follow UpFront on Twitter @AJUpFront C® and Facebook C&.

Source: Al Jazeera
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Divine vengeance will
befall Saudi politicians.

Saudi Arabia vs Iran: Beyond the Sunni-Shia narrative

We look at the Saudi-Iran crisis reflected in the media; plus, US elections and "horse race
journalism".

Media, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Middle East
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Saudi outreach: From Russia to Israel
Khaled Batarfi, a Saudi political analyst, discusses whether Iran's nuclear deal has reshaped geo-
politics in the Gulf.

Business & Economy, Middle East, Iran, Saudi Arabia, GCC
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free will and you take sole responsibility for any direct or indirect liability. You hereby provide us with an
irrevocable, unlimited, and global license for no consideration to use, reuse, delete or publish comments, in
accordance with and
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. Edward 9 minutes ago
A# In the demise of the Shah the Saudi Kings see their own downfall. The Saudi rulers find themselves in a
losing race against time, or history. Although in denial, they cannot but realize the historical reality that the
days of ruling by birthright are long past, and that the House of Saud as the ruler of the kingdom by
inheritance is obsolete.
This is the main reason for the Saudi’s frantically belligerent behavior. The hysteria is tantamount to the
frenzy of the proverbial agony of a prolonged death. It explains why they react so harshly to any social or
geopolitical development at home or in the region that they perceive as a threat to their rule.
It explains why, for example, they have been so intensely hostile to the Iranian revolution that terminated
the rule of their dictatorial counterpart, the Shah of Iran, in that country. - See:

What Accounts for the Saudi Regime’s Hysterical Belligerence? The Agony of Death

http://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/upfront/2016/01/saudi-arabia-iran-blame-row-160115072813822.html 5/22


http://comments.us1.gigya.com/comments/rss/6269361/aje/160115072813822
http://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/countingthecost/2015/08/saudi-outreach-russia-israel-150807173013108.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/countingthecost/2015/08/saudi-outreach-russia-israel-150807173013108.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/topics/categories/business.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/topics/regions/middleeast.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/topics/country/iran.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/topics/country/saudi-arabia.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/topics/organisations/gcc.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/aboutus/2011/01/201111681520872288.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/aboutus/2011/01/20111168582648190.html

1/16/2016 Saudi Arabia vs Iran: Who is to blame for the row? - Al Jazeera English

http://www.counterpunch.org/2016/01/15/what-accounts-for-the-saudi-regimes-hysterical-belligerence-the-
agony-of-death/

Reply Share 0 0

Mishel Bengi 1 hour ago

ﬁ When there is so much talk on the media on the so called problem there is no problem . Saudia and Iran wi
resolve their issues and then Obama will be rememberd as the best president of the USA .

Reply Share 0 0

warrendarcydowd 2 hours ago

In this interview it is obvious the Saudis are living in a dream world....saying Syria was a dictatorship...what
does he think Saudi Arabia is...a democracy? Although they want to deny sectarianism is not behind much
of this, it plays an equal part to power mongering. Each of these states is responsible for funding terrorists

as well.

Reply Share 1 0
! ‘ JohnEllis02 3 hours ago

In regards to human rights abuse, UpFront, what about your dictatorship?

In regards to the guest from Saudi Arabia, he spoke all lies.

In regards to the guest from Iran, he spoke all truth.

So, UpFront, what is your goal with all this senseless confusion?

Reply Share 0 0
¢ 4 SpyOgram 4 hours ago
F The Arab and Muslim world is so sick, tired, disgusted and fuming about these two Govs bickering at each

others plotting against each other and both are supposedly Muslims nation so rich their money is mostly
spent on wars and weapons.

If the huge death toll and misery of the Iragis Syrians and Yemenis haven't given them a lesson in
humanity WHAT DOES?

Reply Share 0 1

m Annie Joye 4 hours ago

Google gives you agreat opportunity to earn 98652$ at your home.If you are some intelligent youmake
many more Dollars.| am also earning many more, my relatives wondered tosee how i settle my Life in few
days thank GOD to you for this...You can alsomake cash i never tell alie you should check this | am sure
you shocked to seethis amazing offer...I'm Loving it!!!

https://www.facebook.com/Work-at-home-uni-level-173288186367751/?sk=app_190322544333196# =

RSO .

Reply Share 0 0
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“ hell_isra 5 hours ago
Saudi Inc. those rootless nomad jews of Arabia must be uprooted. ph*uck Judaism terrorism and ph*uck
KSA Inc.

Reply Share 1 2

Q Monte Silver Yazamip 7 hours ago
must be very humiliating to be a muslim and be deemed the world over as a primitive backward culture and
religion

Reply Share 2 replies 4 0

“ hell_isra 5 hours ago
Next to Judaism kosher best.iality and inbreeding even a pig would feel moral superiority

Reply Share 1 reply 1 3

ql Monte Silver Yazamip 4 hours ago
dont know much about judaism but i know that they sure get a lot of nobel awards - and

freud and einstein were jews. Can you name one - yes one single muslim - who made a
worldwide positive contribution to mankind in last 100 years and is respected worldwide?

Share 1 0

m Warsame Abdi Warsame 8 hours ago
Saudi queens are trying to have war between Sunnis and Shias becouse they have orders from their USA
kings, the queens are inlove with they kings and do anything they ask them, all of it ther is one evil behind,
the biggest evil in the world so call israel, i m sunni and love Iran very and and all Muslims, and there is no
way you can foul us, not now,, we se the evil and they tricks now,, i m very glad how Iran keep cool and
never play their games but have their own games and goals,,

Reply Share 1 reply 2 1

q Logicalthinkin? 7 hours ago
Ah off course, everything is the fault of the Americans.

They even convinced Muslims to killing each in every Islamic country.

They probably also convinced Mohammad to marry a 6 year old and chop his enemies head off.
Sadly as long as Muslims keep blaming everyone, rather than look at their primitive religion for the
reason their religion breeds hate and hence terrorists, they won't ever progress or stop killing each

other.
Reply Share 1 0
\5?%' The 10 hours ago
A the answer to this probing question is Easy - 'Islam'!
Reply Share 1 1
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Michelle 11 hours ago

Yahoo CEO, Marissa Meyerhas gone some far as to Support the practice "Work at home" that Ihave been
doing since last year. In this year till now | have earned 66kdollars with my pc, despite the fact that | am a
college student. Even newbiescan make 39 an hour easily and the average goes up with time. Why not try
this.

===========->> www.workingonline123.tk

Reply Share 0 0

Michelle 11 hours ago
bl Yahoo CEO, Marissa Meyerhas gone some far as to Support the practice "Work at home" that Ihave been
doing since last year. In this year till now | have earned 66kdollars with my pc, despite the fact that | am a
college student. Even newbiescan make 39 an hour easily and the average goes up with time. Why not try

this.
==============>> www.workingonline123.tk
Reply Share 0 0
Skizziks 17 hours ago
A "...Saudi Arabia v Iran: Who is to blame for the row?..."
....... Mohammed .........

....that psychopath started a misery without end ......
....the world would have been a better place had Mohammed never lived to foist his fake religion on an
ignorant age .......

Reply Share 4 replies 4 2

. gfhgfhg 15 hours ago
bl we are free to blame anyone. will you blame the college just because the students fight each
other?

Reply Share 1 reply 0 0

q Logicalthinkin7 11 hours ago
@gfhgfhg> Off course. If the college only produces murderers andra p i s ts, then off

course we would have to look at what the hell the college is teaching.

Similarly since Islam hasn't produced anything apart from terrorists and failed countries,
you have to look at Islam and its doctrine to figure out what is wrong with Muslims and the
Islamic world.

Share 0 0

ﬁ hell_isra 5 hours ago
Go grab your kosher shofar and enjoy a session of kosher best.iality of torah with romantic torah
chants in the background

Reply Share 1 reply 0 2
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Eran Ziv 1 hour ago

€ Hi- why don't you go hang yourself - the 72 virgin pony horses are waiting for you...

Share 1 0

£ E E Harley Collison 18 hours ago
Add Machiavellian prince and John Locke property theory,

Reply Share 0 0

g Jean Astyanax 18 hours ago

John Stuart Mill, Jeremy Bentham and above all Adam Smith are to blame. Not just for this spat but for all
conflicts since WW1. Actually when | think about it these three demons are responsible for just about every
single one of the world's current problems be they geopolitical, social, economic or environmental. | know
for a fact that Bentham was inspired by the work of Fakhr ad-Din ar-Razi but chose to IGNORE him. Now
look where we are. Thanks for nothing.

Reply Share 0 0

m’ Kelly Johnson 19 hours ago
Islam is religion of ,,,,,,,.,, killers .

Reply Share 1 reply 2 1

gfhgfhg 15 hours ago
b¥ you do mean fight back.

Reply Share 1 0

Lectori Salutem 19 hours ago

l.’i "Saudi Arabia v Iran: Who is to blame for the row?"

ISLAM
Reply Share 3 replies 4 2
gfhgfhg 15 hours ago
bl or blame the God.
Reply Share 0 0
n hell_isra 5 hours ago
You best.iality of torah enhanced Hebrew products are funny
Reply Share 1 reply 0 1
Lectori Salutem 4 hours ago

[ §] it's not mine muzzzie boy. but it is interesting though that you say jewish products are
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funny considering how you use jewish invented products ALL THE TIME! and what have
the muzzzies brought to mankind in the last 100 years besides ISLAMIC TERRORISM?

Share 0 0

waybec 20 hours ago

They are both medieval tyrannies who oppress their own people by fear while they conduct terrorist wars to
secure their own criminally corrupt and greedy Regimes. So the answer is clear. They are both as bad as
each other. With the world for too long having turned a blind eye to their constantly destabilising atrocities
and Mafioso like raghead dictatorships all for the sake of oil!

Reply Share 2 replies 1 0
gfhgfhg 15 hours ago

b they need pure Islamic teaching.
Reply Share 1 reply 0 1

! waybec 13 hours ago

Man made religions are part of the problem. Especially Religions that say believe in my
God or else I'll punish you. Any true God of Good doesn't need to resort to threats or fear
to blackmail a belief!

Share 0 0

Carl Carloponty 20 hours ago

Al-Saud family have been behind every Muslim terrorists camps for many decades and thanks to
petrodollars for that long they managed to shut up all U.S. and most European media. For 70 years they
pocketed oil income while leaving rest of that nation live in 7th century WAHABI version of Islam, Of
course,most blame should to go to Anglo/American governments who handed over reign of Arabia to Al-
Saud family and have protected them for over 7 decades just to profit their oil companies.

Reply Share 1 reply 0 0

gfhgfhg 15 hours ago
bl 1SIS have to replace them then.

Reply Share 0 0

Stefan Bast 22 hours ago

I know this shouldn't be taken lightly, but when the Saudi representative called out Iran for "supporting a
dictator" | had to chuckle. | feel like none of these guys can really win many laurels in a race for the most
shining example of representative government.

Reply Share 1 reply 1 0
Skizziks 17 hours ago

bl ....pot calling the kettle black ...
Reply Share 0 0
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H’ lan Lawson
Who is to blame? America of course with their backing of Saudi Arabia against anything Iran does.

Reply Share 3

Saudi Arabia vs Iran: Who is to blame for the row? - Al Jazeera English

23 hours ago

replies 3 4

q TonySchneider28 22 hours ago
Who is to blame? Russia of coarse with their backing of Iran against anything not in their evil

interests.
Reply Share 1 reply 3 2
Venkat Chavali 12 hours ago
ﬁ To:
Mr. lan Lawson & Mr.Tony Schneider 28
Sir

Why blame USA or Russia

Why do not you blame Saudi Arabia & Iran for allowing others to meddle in their affairs.
You are talking about Saudi Arabia & Iran.But what about the rest of Muslim
Countries.There is no peace.

Now China is entering the field which will further complicate the matters.

Whether it is USA / Russia Or China it is the self interest which is the motivating factor.
There is nobody who works purely on Humanitarian grounds.

It is a Muslim problem,accentuated by other's interference.lt is wise on Islamic Countries
to realize that & find a solution which is acceptable to most if not all.

Share 1 1

Skizziks 17 hours ago
A ".....America of course..."

Reply Share 0 2
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Tales from Uganda's female former child soldiers

How do women who were abducted as children, raped and forced to kill, reintegrate into their
communities?

War & Conflict, Uganda, Child rights

R

!

In Mexico, a mother's wait for her missing son

Her son was one of the 43 Mexican students who went missing in 2014, but Yolanda has never
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given up hope of his return.
Politics, Human Rights, War & Conflict

Red-flagging Canada's children on no-fly lists

Nearly two dozen kids deemed flight security threats - with little recourse to remove the highly

secretive designation.

Security, Canada, Airlines
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New York's homeless left out in the cold

The US economy could grow by 2.7 percent this year, but the beggars on the streets of its financial
hub feel no benefit.

Poverty & Development, Human Rights, US & Canada

RELATED

Divine vengeance will
befall Saudi politicians.

Saudi Arabia vs Iran: Beyond the Sunni-Shia narrative
We look at the Saudi-Iran crisis reflected in the media; plus, US elections and "horse race
journalism".

Media, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Middle East
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Saudi outreach: From Russia to Israel

Khaled Batarfi, a Saudi political analyst, discusses whether Iran's nuclear deal has reshaped geo-
politics in the Gulf.

Business & Economy, Middle East, Iran, Saudi Arabia, GCC

LATEST NEWS

. |

Taiwan elects first female president Tsai Ing-wen
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Pro-independence opposition leader Tsai wins after ruling KMT party candidate concedes defeat in
historic elections.

Politics, Taiwan, China, Asia, Elections

Iran frees Washington Post reporter in US swap deal
Jason Rezaian and three other Iranian-Americans to be freed in prisoner swap deal which sees US
release seven Iranians.

Media, Asia, Iran, Press Freedoms

MOST VIEWED

1. The rise of Pakistan's 'burger' generation

2. Saudi Arabia vs Iran: Who is to blame for the row?

3. Taiwan elects first female president Tsai Ing-wen

4. What is wrong with Islam today?

5. Burkina Faso hotel siege declared over

6. What's behind the falling price of oil?

7. Death and humiliation: A tale of a Palestinian village
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