
EN ERGL OB E M A R

Seyed Hos​sein Mousa​vian is a much sought after man in the world these days con​-
cern​ing the analy​sis of ne​go​ti​a​tions be​tween the E3+3/5+1 pow​ers and Iran in Vi​-
enna and Geneva.

There are two rea​sons for this: First of all Mousa​vian, who has been teach​ing since
2009 at Prince​ton Uni​ver​sity (USA), is said to have the best in​sider knowl​edge of the
Iran​ian side and long​stand​ing per​sonal con​tact with Iran's pres​i​dent Rouhani and
for​eign min​is​ter Zarif. 
Mousa​vian was the Iran​ian spokesman in its nu​clear ne​go​ti​a​tions with the EU from
2003 - 2005, and not just that. As a diplo​mat he served as Gen​eral Di​rec​tor of Eu​-
rope in Iran's For​eign Min​istry, Am​bas​sador to Ger​many and Head of the For​eign
Re​la​tions Com​mit​tee of Iran's Na​tional Se​cu​rity Coun​cil.

Sec​ond of all his book, pub​lished only a few months ago, "Iran and the United
States - An in​side view on the failed past and the road to peace" (Blooms​bury 2014)
is con​sid​ered the very first book that analy​ses the Iran​ian-Amer​i​can con​flict, on​go​-
ing since 1979, from the Iran​ian side - with the knowl​edge of some​one di​rectly in​-
volved po​lit​i​cally with this con​flict.

EN​ER​GLOBE met Seyed Hos​sein Mousa​vian a few days after the ne​go​ti​a​tions be​-
tween the E3+3 pow​ers had once again been ex​tended on No​vem​ber 24, in order to
ask his opin​ion of the sit​u​a​tion.

Common understanding
The de​ci​sive ques​tion was first, of course, what had re​al​is​ti​cally been achieved
to this point in the ne​go​ti​a​tions and what might be ex​pected in the com​ing
months?

Ac​cord​ing to Mousa​vian's analy​sis re​gard​ing the nu​clear ques​tion, in an im​-
por​tant se​ries of ques​tions, a com​mon un​der​stand​ing had been achieved on
how these ques​tions might be solved. 

To that end, the ques​tion first of all of trans​parency and ver​i​fi​ca​tions within
the Nu​clear Non-Pro​lif​er​a​tion Treaty (NPT) and the In​ter​na​tional Atomic En​-
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the Nu​clear Non-Pro​lif​er​a​tion Treaty (NPT) and the In​ter​na​tional Atomic En​-
ergy Agency (IAEA) reg​u​la​tions would be im​por​tant. Sec​ond, the ques​tion of
tech​ni​cal con​ver​sion of the heavy water re​ac​tor in Arak to re​duce pro​lif​er​a​tion
risk.  Third, the ques​tion of ca​pac​ity of ura​nium en​rich​ment and the stock​pile
of en​riched ura​nium for prac​ti​cal do​mes​tic needs of Iran.

For Mousa​vian, these are im​por​tant re​sults after a year of in​ten​sive ne​go​ti​a​-
tions. There was agree​ment on how these ques​tions could be re​solved, and
Iran had con​tributed to that by means of great flex​i​bil​ity in the ne​go​ti​a​tions.
 That con​cerns both the level of ura​nium en​rich​ment at under 5 per​cent as well
as re​nun​ci​a​tion of the re​pro​cess​ing of atomic fuel.

But all these agree​ments would only come into ef​fect in the con​text of a final
com​pre​hen​sive deal.

Open questions
There would still be two open is​sues, as Mousa​vian con​tin​ues.

There was agree​ment in the joined plan of ac​tion that the ca​pac​ity of ura​nium
en​rich​ment should be syn​chro​nised with the prac​ti​cal needs of Iran for peace​-
ful use of atomic en​ergy. The con​tract with Rus​sia for the de​liv​ery of nu​clear
fuel for the nu​clear power plant Bushehr runs until 2021.  Until then, the
amount of 9600 Iran​ian cen​trifuges for the en​rich​ment of un​ra​nium would be
suf​fi​cient. But Iran should be able to pro​vide fuel for Bushehr after 2021 as a
real prac​ti​cal needs.

After that, ac​cord​ing to Mousa​vian, Iran will need much more than 100.000
cen​trifuges. To achieve this amount by 2021, the amount of cen​trifuges will
have to grad​u​ally be in​creased.  This is a fact on the ground.

Now how​ever, the Amer​i​can side would de​mand that the con​tract with Rus​sia
be ex​tended, in order to slow the num​ber of cen​trifuges. Would that be a pos​-
si​ble so​lu​tion?  "This is a point of dis​pute", says Mousa​vian.

Fur​ther​more, in the joint plan of ac​tion, it has been ex​plic​itly em​pha​sized that
with an agree​ment, sanc​tions will au​to​mat​i​cally be lifted. Now, ac​cord​ing to
Mousa​vian, the Amer​i​cans want a com​pre​hen​sive agree​ment ac​cord​ing to
which the sanc​tions should only be lifted in long term grad​u​ally ac​cord​ing to
an agreed upon time table. Mak​ing things more dif​fi​cult is the fact that the US
del​e​ga​tion has no au​tho​riza​tion to uni​lat​er​ally lift the US sanc​tions, as this
can hap​pen only through Con​gress.  Here, the Amer​i​can side has to do its
home​work, this is not a mat​ter for the other mem​bers E3+3 or Iran.

These two open ques​tions have to be clar​i​fied in the com​ing months, says
Mousa​vian.

Chances 
Be​gin​ning in Jan​u​ary, the Re​pub​li​cans in the US will con​trol both the Con​-
gress and the Sen​ate.  Is there still any chance for a final deal?

"I think there is a big chance", Mousa​vian an​swers.  First of all, ac​cord​ing to
his un​der​stand​ing, all the other sides of the E3+3 ne​go​ti​at​ing part​ners are con​-
vinced that the best pos​si​ble point has been reached.  Upon con​tention that he
had just writ​ten in his book that the same sit​u​a​tion ex​isted 10 years ago with​-
out suc​cess, Mousa​vian says:  At that time in con​trast to today, the US was not
on board.  Today the US is also con​vinced of a pos​i​tive out​come in ne​go​ti​a​-
tions.

Fur​ther​more, Mousa​vian was in​sis​tent that the al​ter​na​tive was much too dan​-
ger​ous.  "Nei​ther the Re​pub​li​cans nor the De​moc​rats nor the ex​treme Re​pub​li​-
cans want a war", he em​pha​sizes.  Rather, pub​lic opin​ion and the US gov​ern​-
ment were for the deal.

If you look at the cur​rent sit​u​a​tion in the en​tire re​gion, there can be no rea​son​-
able al​ter​na​tive to co​op​er​at​ing with Iran. Key words: Syria, Iraq, ISIS,
Afghanistan. The geopo​lit​i​cal sit​u​a​tion is com​pletely dif​fer​ent from that of ten
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Afghanistan. The geopo​lit​i​cal sit​u​a​tion is com​pletely dif​fer​ent from that of ten
years ago. In fact, the US and Iran are al​ready co​op​er​at​ing in the strug​gle
against ISIS, be​cause the USA is car​ry​ing out air strikes and Iran is lead​ing at​-
tacks on the ground, says Mousa​vian, and points to the cur​rent front page
story of Newsweek.

Other regional interests: Israel, Saudi Arabia, Turkey
For Mousa​vian there is no doubt that Is​rael and Saudi Ara​bia would do every​-
thing pos​si​ble be​hind the scenes to pre​vent a deal. For them, the issue is less
the nu​clear ques​tion than that of  lim​it​ing Iran's in​flu​ence in the re​gion, once
it be​comes clear that the nu​clear ques​tion will soon be re​solved.

In com​par​i​son with Is​rael and Saudi Ara​bia, he sees the role of Turkey in a less
neg​a​tive light.  Turkey and Iran are the strongest pow​ers in the re​gion and
know that they need each other. To the as​ser​tion that he had just writ​ten a few
days ago that the Turk​ish pres​i​dent Er​do​gan was play​ing a very dan​ger​ous
game, Mousa​vian replied that Ero​gan's Syr​ian pol​icy had to​tally failed, and
that he was com​pletely iso​lated among his neigh​bors. Nonethe​less, Iran​ian-
Turk​ish re​la​tions were still sta​ble, owing to ex​ten​sive eco​nomic ties.

The Future of energy resources
Is​rael's sec​re​tary of en​ergy, Sil​van Shalom, em​pha​sized just re​cently in a con​-
ver​sa​tion with EN​ER​GLOBE that for him, the de​cid​ing fac​tor in the E3+3 ne​go​-
ti​a​tions was who would have con​trol over the en​ergy de​posits in the Mid​dle
East in the com​ing decades.  What does Mousa​vian have to say on this score?

For him, the Per​sian Gulf States, Iraq, Iran and a few oth​ers would con​tinue to
be the states with the most sig​nif​i​cant en​ergy re​serves.

But: "The de​ci​sive ques​tion is how sta​ble these coun​tries will be in the fu​-
ture."  Libya cur​rently finds it​self in se​ri​ous cri​sis, for ex​am​ple, and it would
take 10 to 15 years to bring Libya to sta​bil​ity again. Iraq, with its mas​sive en​-
ergy re​serves, will be in a cri​sis sit​u​a​tion for years to come. With Saudi Ara​bia
and ISIS, Sunni move​ments would face off in con​flict, in which the Caliphate
would be nec​es​sary to top​ple the Gulf monar​chies. Then one would have to
 view the Mus​lim Broth​er​hood as the strongest and most or​gan​ised
Sunni move​ment etc.....

Mousa​vian con​tin​ues:  "The main ques​tion will be what coun​try will be the
most sta​ble!"  For him, Iran is the best al​ter​na​tive in this re​gard, be​cause when
a coun​try is still so sta​ble after 35 years of eco​nomic war, mil​i​tary con​flicts and
sanc​tions, "than it is the one you can count on!".
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