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Critical Issues Forum (CIF), April 30-May 2, 2012

The CIF program, organized by the James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies
(CNS) since 1998, has for the first time held its annual conference in Vienna. This year's
participants include students and teachers from the U.S., Russia, and, for the first time,
Austria and Bosnia & Herzogovina. The theme for the 2012 session was nuclear safety
and security issues. Students presented their research and had an opportunity to meet
with leading experts in the nuclear nonproliferation field, as well as numerous MIIS
alumni and students involved in the NPT PrepCom or working at nonproliferation
organizations in Vienna. This year's CIF conference was co-organized by CNS, VCDNP,
and the Austrian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The first day of the program was held at the Vienna International Center during the first
day of the First Preparatory Committee of the 2015 NPT Review Conference.
Participants were greeted by the IAEA Director General Yukiya Amano,
Ambassador Toshiro Ozawa, Permanent Representative of Japan to the
International Organizations in Vienna, and Minister Ronald Sturm, Head of Unit at
the Austrian Ministry for European and International Affairs. Participants also met with
Masahito Hirose, a survivor of the nuclear explosion in Nagasaki, Japan. In the course
of the day, students had an opportunity to present their final projects to an international
audience, observe deliberations at the NPT Preparatory Committee, and visit monitoring
and data centers of the Preparatory Committee for the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
Organization.

Workshop "Resolving the Conflict over Iran's
Uranium Enrichment Program," May 3, 2012

This event was organized in cooperation with the International Panel on Fissile
Materials (IPFM) and Princeton University. It reviewed the state of international
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contacts and negotiations with regard to the Iranian program as well as national and
regional perspectives on possible approaches to finding a resolution on the issue.
Panelists also discussed possible diplomatic and technical solutions in the run-up to the
forthcoming "P5+1" meeting.

Speakers included:

e Amb. Seyed Hossein Mousavian, former head of the Foreign Relations
Committee of Iran's Supreme National Security Council, former Ambassador of
Iran to Germany, spokesman for Iran's team in nuclear negotiations with the EU
and the International Atomic Energy Agency from 2003-2005, and currently
visiting research scholar at the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and
International Affairs, Princeton University (USA).

e Amb. Ruediger Luedeking, Permanent Representative of Germany to the
IAEA, United Nations (Vienna), UNDIO and CTBTO.

e Professor Frank von Hippel, Professor of Public and International Affairs,

Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, Princeton University
(USA), Co-chair, IPFM.

"Preparing for the 2015 NPT Review Conference,"
Panel Discussion, May 4, 2012

The VCDNP co-organized and hosted a meeting of the Global Nuclear Future Initiative
of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, which focused on the discussion of two
recent reports: one by Steven Miller ("Nuclear Collisions: Discord, Reform & the Nuclear
Nonproliferation Regime") and another by Stephen M. Goldberg, Robert Rosner, and
James P. Malone ("The Back-End of the Nuclear Fuel Cycle: An Innovative Storage
Concept.") Participants discussed an array of political and technical solutions to the
challenges facing the nuclear nonproliferation regime.
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Speakers included:

e Dr. Scott D. Sagan, Caroline S.G. Munro Professor of Political Science, Center
for International Security and Cooperation, Stanford University and Co-Director,
Global Nuclear Future Initiative

e Dr. Steven E. Miller, Director, International Security Program, Belfer Center for
Science and International Affairs, Harvard University, and Co-director, Global
Nuclear Future Initiative

e Dr. Robert Rosner, William E. Wrather Distinguished Service Professor,
departments of Astronomy and Astrophysics, and Physics, University of Chicago,
and Senior Adviser, Global Nuclear Future Initiative

e Ambassador Susan Burk, Special Representative of the United States for
Nuclear Nonproliferation, U.S. Department of State

e Ms. CHIN Siew Fei, Alternate to the Singapore Governor to the IAEA Board,
Permanent Mission of Singapore to the IAEA

¢ Ambassador CHO Hyun, Ambassador of the Republic of Korea, Embassy of the
Republic of Korea in Austria and Permanent Mission of the Republic of Korea to
the International Organizations in Vienna

e Dr. William C. Potter, Director, James Martin Center for Nonproliferation
Studies, Monterey Institute of International Studies.

"Nuclear Nonproliferation and Disarmament: ldeas
from Russia, Ideas for Russia," Seminar, May 8,
2012

The event was organized in cooperation with the PIR Center (The Russian Center for
Policy Studies), Centre Russe d'Etudes Politiques, and the Austrian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. The first part of the panel discussion ("ideas from Russia™) reviewed Russia's
approaches to nuclear arms reduction and disarmament in the light of the Action Plan
adopted at the 2010 NPT Review Conference. The second part (“ideas for Russia™)
discussed prospects of international cooperation in nuclear disarmament and specific
measures that could be adopted by the United States and Russia as well as the
international community as a whole.

Speakers included:

e Vladimir I. Voronkov, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Russia's
Permanent Representative to the International Organizations in Vienna
e Dr. Vladimir A. Orlov, President, PIR Center
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e Elena K. Sokova, Executive Director, Vienna Center for Disarmament and
Non-Proliferation

e Victor L. Vasiliev, Deputy Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission of the
Russian Federation to the Office of the United Nations and other International
Organizations in Geneva,

e Albert F. Zulkharneev, Director, Education and Training Program, PIR Center

e Tibor Toth, Executive Secretary, Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive
Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO)

e Ambassador Alexander Kmentt, Director for Disarmament and
Non-Proliferation, Austrian Federal Ministry for European and International
Affairs

e Dr. William C. Potter, Director, James Martin Center for Nonproliferation
Studies and Sam Nunn and Richard Lugar Professor of Nonproliferation Studies,
Monterey Institute of International Studies

e Tariq Rauf, Head of Verification and Security Policy, External Relations and
Policy Coordination Office, International Atomic Energy Agency

"The 2012 Conference on a WMD-Free Zone in
the Middle East: Progress and Prospects," May 9,
2012

Discussion with Facilitator of the 2012 Conference, Ambassador Jaakko Laajava,
Undersecretary of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Finland, and Dr. William
Potter, Director, James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies.

One of the key results of the 2010 Non-Proliferation Treaty Review Conference (NPT
RevCon) was a decision by the state parties to the Treaty to convene a conference in
2012 on the establishment of a Middle East zone free of nuclear weapons and all other
weapons of mass destruction. In October 2011, an agreement was reached on Finland to
host the conference and Ambassador Jaakko Laajava to act as the facilitator. Amb.
Laajava reviewed international efforts that have been undertaken for the
implementation of the 2010 NPT Review Conference decisions with regard to the
establishment of a WMD-free zone in the Middle East as well as the prospects of the
conference scheduled to be convened in 2012. He noted that he had held over 100
meetings with states in the region, co-sponsors of the 1995 Middle East Resolution,
other states, international organizations, and civil society. He further noted a number of
challenges facing the future conference and the efforts to resolve them. Amb. Laajava
answered multiple questions coming from the audience, with priority given to questions
coming from representatives of nongovernmental organizations attending the PrepCom.
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